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As the highly contagious Coronavirus, COVID-19, is affecting 222 countries and
territories around the world, Palestine attempts to contain a local outbreak that has
effectively halted daily life and led to tens of thousands of people entering quarantine.1

Although 2,856,092 individuals in the West Bank and Gaza Strip have been tested for
COVID-19, there remains a deficiency in the amount of testing kits, as there is an
increase in the number of individuals who have tested positive for COVID-19. 1,807,094
individuals in the West Bank and Gaza Strip took the first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine
and 1,574,500 individuals are completely vaccinated.2
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Yesterday, 02.01.2022 the Palestinian Minister of Health, Dr. Mai Al-Kela, announced that there are 137 new people
who have COVID-19, bringing the total cases to 470,795. Since Thursday, 30.12.2021, there has been an overall
increase of 492 cases in Palestine. The Ministry further indicated that there are a total of 462,157 recoveries and
4,944 deaths, while 3,694 remain active across the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, including occupied Jerusalem.
Sources: The Palestinian Ministry of Health’s Website, Ma’an News Agency and Wafa News Agency

Today, the Minister of Health, Dr. Mai Al-Kela, stated that the recovery rate from the Coronavirus in Palestine is
98.2%, while the percentage of active cases is 0.8%, and the death rate is 1% of the total infections. Sources: The
Palestinian Ministry of Health’s Website and Wafa News Agency

Today, the Palestinian Minister of Health, Dr. Mai Al-Kela, held a meeting with the National Emergency Committee
to discuss ways to confront the spread of bird flu and the latest developments in this situation, after recording
infections with this flu inside poultry farms in the occupied territories. Throughout the meeting, they discussed
preparations and measures to be taken by all ministries in order to increase their readiness to prevent the entry of
this disease to Palestine. After conducting 1,700 examinations, there has not yet been any recorded infections
within Palestinian farms in the West Bank or Gaza Strip. Sources: The Palestinian Ministry of Health’s Website and
Wafa News Agency

Today, Palestinian Prime Minister, Dr. Mohammad Shtayyeh, expected that the Palestinian economy would grow at
a rate of 4% during 2022. The Prime Minister said that the Palestinian economy recorded a growth rate of 6.7% in
the gross domestic product last year, despite the financial crisis, the continuation of the Coronavirus and the
measures of the occupation. Sources: The Council of Ministers’ Website, Raya News Network and Wafa News
Agency

Yesterday, a medical delegation from various specialties arrived in the Gaza Strip to perform complex surgeries over
a period of 4 days. The delegation was formed by the arrangement and coordination between the Palestinian
Ministry of Health and the Palestinian American Medical Association. Dr. Al-Kela stated: “The mission of the
delegation in the Gaza Strip comes within the framework of diligent follow-up, providing the necessary health
services for our people in the Strip. President Mahmoud Abbas and Prime Minister Dr. Mohammad Shtayyeh are in
constant contact to learn about the health needs in the Gaza Strip and to provide all that is needed.” Sources: The
Palestinian Ministry of Health’s Website and Wafa News Agency

Yesterday, the spokesman for the Palestinian Ministry of Health, Dr. Kamal Al-Shakhrah, stated: “There are (10) new
cases of Omicron in the West Bank, bringing the total number of cases in Palestine to (77), including (1) in the Gaza
Strip and (76) in the West Bank. We call upon citizens to go to vaccination centers across the Governorates to take
the vaccine in order to protect themselves and their families. We call upon the public to adhere to the preventive
measures and wear masks.” Sources: The Palestinian Ministry of Health’s Website, Raya News Network and Wafa
News Agency
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Several attacks and arrests by the Israeli occupying forces took place across Palestine:

1. Today, 18 Palestinian men were arrested from several Governorates across the West bank,
including: Jenin, Hebron, Ramallah and Al-Bireh, Bethlehem and Tulkarem, in addition to
occupied Jerusalem. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network

2. Today is the fourth consecutive day that the Jenin-Nablus road remains closed. Sources:
Wafa News Agency and Ma’an News Agency

3. Today, a demolition notice was issued of a mosque under construction in the village of Al-
Isawiya, northeast of occupied Jerusalem. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Ma’an News
Agency

4. Today, dozens of settlers invaded the courtyards of Al-Aqsa Mosque, occupied Jerusalem.
Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network

5. Today, the Commission of Detainees and Ex-Detainees Affairs said that there has been a
serious decline in the health status of the Palestinian prisoner, Hisham Abu Hawash, who is
continuing his open hunger strike for the 140th consecutive day. Sources: Wafa News
Agency and Dunia Al-Wattan News Agency

6. For five continuous days, the Dabash family continued to demolish their home in the village
of Sur Baher, under pressure from the Israeli municipality in occupied Jerusalem. Sources:
Wafa News Agency and Dunia Al-Wattan News Agency

7. Today, settlers began building a settlement road in the lands of Al-Khader town, south of
the Bethlehem Governorate. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network

8. Today, an agricultural room, belonging to a Palestinian, was demolished in Msafer Yatta, in
the Hebron Governorate. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Wattan News Agency
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Local and International Events:

Palestinian Prime Minister, Dr. Mohammad Shtayyeh, formally appointed Palestinian intelligence
commander, Ziad Hab al-Reeh, to the post of Interior Minister yesterday. Hab al-Reeh arrives in
his job overseeing the security forces straight from the top spot in the PA’s Preventative Security
force. Hatem Al-Bakri, a well-known Hebron religious leader, was also handed the job of
Religious Affairs Minister yesterday. Both positions had been held by Dr. Shtayyeh since he
assumed office in 2019. Hab al-Reeh’s appointment marks the first time the PA will have an
Interior Minister in seven years. Source: Ma’an News Agency

Former Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, had agreed twice to conclude a prisoner swap deal
with Hamas but then backed out. However, PM Naftali Bennett has reviewed the file and figured
that the deal includes releasing hundreds of Palestinian prisoners, so he refused to proceed with
the matter, hindering its implementation. Source: Ma’an News Agency

This winter, over 18,000 Palestinian refugees from Syria in Jordan will receive essential
winterization support from the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany. A generous
contribution of 2 million Euros to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) will enable the disbursal of winterization cash assistance to
4,699 PRS families, including 1,546 female-headed households and 8,217 Palestine refugee
children. Beneficiary families will use this cash support for winter clothes, shelter
accommodations, fuel, blankets and more. In addition, this contribution will co-finance
unconditional cash assistance requirements for the last three months of this year , providing
6,515 PRS, including 1,888 women and 2,953 children with daily essential food and non-food
items. Sources: Wafa News Agency, Ma’an News Agency and Raya News Network

The United States announced that will be providing $99 million in funding to the United Nations
Relief Works Agency (UNRWA), the world body’s agency that handles Palestinian refugees.
According to the U.S. State Department’s Population, Refugees, and Migrations Bureau, the
funds will “provide education, health care, and emergency relief to hundreds of thousands of
Palestinian children and families during a time of need.” Sources: Wafa News Agency, Ma’an
News Agency and Raya News Network

Israel issued 1,595 administrative detention orders against Palestinians in the occupied
territories in 2021, including new and renewed orders, said the Palestinian Prisoners’ Society
(PPS). Sources: Wafa News Agency, Ma’an News Agency and Raya News Network

The United Kingdom’s ambassador to the United States warned the Trump administration in June
2020 that if Israel went forward with plans to annex large parts of the West Bank, London would
officially recognize the State of Palestine, a new book has revealed. The message was passed
along by Karen Pierce in a meeting she held with then-US president Donald Trump’s Mideast
peace envoy Avi Berkowitz and Iran special envoy Brian Hook on June 12, 2020, Israeli journalist
Barak Ravid wrote in his book “Trump’s Peace.” Sources: Wafa News Agency, Ma’an News Agency
and Raya News Network



Today, the Israeli Ministry of Health confirmed that total number of COVID-19 cases is
1,395,120, of which 8,244 died and 1,352,967 recovered. According to the Health Ministry’s
statistics, of the 33,909 active cases in Israel, 114 are in critical condition. Sources: Ma’an News
Agency and https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/#countries

Miscellaneous:

• UK regulators have approved Paxlovid, the antiviral pill developed by Pfizer which, studies
suggest, can sharply reduce the risk of hospitalization and death for high-risk adults with
COVID-19.

• Immunity wanes against the Omicron variant of the coronavirus with both the Moderna
and Pfizer/BioNTech vaccines – but not as much as it wanes after a natural
infection, researchers reported Friday.

• The federal government is sending significant resources to New York to assist in combating
the surge of the Omicron Coronavirus variant, according to Jackie Bray,
Acting Commissioner of the New York State Division of Homeland Security and Emergency
Service.

• The US Federal Aviation Administration is warning more air travel headaches may be in
store, even as airlines cancel thousands of flights because of Coronavirus crew shortages
and other issues.

• The risk of being hospitalized with the Omicron variant of Coronavirus is around one-third
of that of the Delta variant, a new analysis from the UK Health Security Agency suggests.

• The Philippine government announced on Friday that the National Capital Region, which
includes metropolitan Manila, will move under stricter restrictions, starting Jan. 3 until Jan.
15 after the country confirmed its first local Omicron cases.

• Greece has followed the US in halving its COVID-19 self-isolation period from 10 days to
five, apparently making it the first European country to do so.

Following are links of useful resources for information and updates on COVID-19:

1. http://www.corona.ps/details
2. https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-coronaviruses
3. https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus#tab=tab_1
4. https://www.moh.gov.ps/portal/en/

If you would like more information, please contact the World Health Organization through WhatsApp on: +41798931892.  
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